[Strategy for administering hepatitis B vaccine to newborns in Bosnia-Herzegovina].
Neonatal hepatitis B vaccination is the best effective measure for prevention hepatitis B infection in the countries with intermediate to high levels of HB endemicity. Epidemiological methods of research had the aim to follow the incidence rates of viral hepatitis B and HBsAg carriers and to determine influence on the risks of transmission hepatitis B infection in new-borns in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Serologic immunogenic quality of hepatitis B vaccine is researched. Bosnia and Herzegovina has high incidence of hepatitis B virus in the Europe. The incidence of HBsAg carriers is changing with increasing from 2000. to 2003. Data from this surveillance show in Bosnia and Herzegovina that in one notified case of hepatitis B there is 3.59 cases of HBsAg carriers. Hepatitis B vaccine induces anti-HBs antibodies titres > 10 IJ/ml, considered as seroprotective in 99, 10% vaccinated. Neonatal hepatitis B vaccination is new vaccine in national immunization program in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Hepatitis B vaccines are safe and effective in inducing neutralizing HBs antibodies play and have important role in protecting new-borns.